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The Cross and Flame is a regis-
tered trademark and the use is 
supervised by the General Council 
on Finance and Administration of 
The United Methodist Church. 
Permission to use the Cross and 
Flame must be obtained from the 
General Council on Finance and 
Administration of The United 
Methodist Church:  Legal Depart-
ment, GCFA,    Post Office Box 
340029, Nashville, TN 37203-
0029 
Phone: 615-369-2334                     
Fax: 866-246-2516 

Special Points of Interest 

§ Breckenridge UMC 
First Sunday Potluck 
ðp. 3 

§ Camp Scholar-
shipsðp. 5 & 7 

§ Sunday School & 
Confirmation ðp. 7 

§ Prayer for World  ð 
back page 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

On-line at www.breckumc.org 

Wednesday, May 4th at 12:00 noon 

(see more information on page 5) 

 

 Musical Art Club Concert & Scholarship 
Fundraiser, Sunday, May 1, 3:00 p.m. at Grace 
Lutheran Church in Breckenridge.  Area students 
performing, music camp scholarships awarded, 
free will offering.  Lunch will be served.  Every-

one is welcome.  Club membership includes these church mem-
bers:  Lola Patnoude, Rose Ella Matejcek, CoCo Gronseth.  Ac-
companist is Mark Gronseth. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL VALUES DISCERNMENT WORKSHOP 

 Sunday, April 24th 27 members met for this workshop.  

We considered where our church spends its time and resources, 

what we think are the top 4 things our church values (really 

cares about), and what evidence that proves we care about it.   

 We came up with the following Values: 

1. We Value Fellowshipé Sharing time, talents, meals, coffee, 

conversation, hugs and handshakes as we follow Christ to-

gether. 

2. We Value Outreaché By bringing our church to the commu-

nity and the community to our church. 

3. We Value Musicé By incorporating, enjoying and engaging 

a variety of styles in our worship and community involvement. 

4. We Value Youthé By investing in ministry for young people 

within our church and partnering with various local and inter-

national organizations. 

 All participants are invited to a follow-up one-hour session 

on Wednesday, May 11th beginning at 7:00 p.m. here at the 

church. 
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HOW TO BE FREEðThe evil deeds of the wicked ensnare them; the cords of their sins hold 
them fast.  - Proverbs 5:22 
 
 The greatly loved Bible teacher Henrietta Mears (1890-1963) knew the secret of true 
freedom, and she wanted her students to know it too.  She told them, ñA bird is free in the air.  
Place a bird in the water and he has lost his liberty.  A fish is free in the water, but leave him 
on the sand and he perishes.  He is out of his realm.  Likewise, the Christian is free when he 
does the will of God and is obedient to Godôs command.  This is as natural a realm for Godôs 
child as the water is for the fish, or the air for the bird.ò 
 
 Freedom is one theme of the book of Proverbs.  Solomon urged his son to understand 
that true freedom is possible only within the sphere of God-centered living for which all men 
are created.  By contrast, bondage follows, predictably and inescapably, for anyone who ig-
nores Godôs truth.  Proverbs 16, for example, describes the liberty and satisfaction that results 
from practicing humility, trust, careful conversation, and self-control.  But is also warns about 
the inevitable bondage that always comes to those governed by willful rebellion, pride, arro-
gance, strife, and malicious troublemaking. 
 
 The New Testament introduces us to Jesusðthe ultimate source of our freedom.  It was 
He, our Creator and Redeemer, who said, ñIf you hold to my teaching, you are really my disci-
ples.  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will make you freeò (John 8:31-32). 
 
 True freedom is not in having your own way, but in yielding to Godôs way. 
 
  - Matt DeHaan from And He Walks With Me from Our Daily Bread 
 

 In His Love and Service,  Past˛ʞ Mˉʿʔ 
 

aÁėÏé /ÁāĔÁìäĂ 
 CONGRATULATIONS!!  We raised $806 for 2022!! and continue 
to donate food throughout the year.  Last year we raised $510 for the 2021 
campaign and hundreds of pounds of food throughout the year.   

Breckenridge Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 Our last meeting will be Tuesday, May 10th at 9:30 a.m. until we resume 
meeting again September 13th.   

 Please call the office if you have need for a shawl.  We would encourage 
anyone to let us know if they are aware of a need in our church or communityé 
or beyond, for someone to be given a shawl.  Our shawls are not just for the 
members of our church, but are given to those who are in need of a special touch 
of kindness to brighten a difficult time or day.   Thank you to all who have supported our ministry and 
to those who keep us informed of a special need that we can fulfill.   



The Informer Page 3 

 

 

  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F    

Prayer Concerns  

Fairmount UMC Congregation:  Mary Ellen Parnell; Sandy Kurtzôs mother, 
Harriet. 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  Lorraine Stiles (Dakota Estates #111, 440 
Wiley Ave. S., Lidgerwood ND  58053. 

 (é and Jesus also said to pray for our enemies.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday Schedule  

Coffee at 8:30 a.m. 
Worship at 9:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
May 
 

14 Brennan Luick 
14 Scott Meyer 
21 Eli S-Kurtz 
§ Wedding Anniversary 

 

   May 5, 2022   
 

HOW TO PRAY FOR 
AMERICA  

 - 7 CENTERS OF INFLUENCE IN OUR NATION 

 GOVERNMENT  - Pray for your leaders, as well 
as the judges in our courts. Ask God to grant them wisdom 
to act with integrity.   

Federal Government - Consider praying for 
our President, Vice President, Cabinet Mem-
bers, Congressional Leaders, Supreme Court Justices 

State Government - Consider praying for 
your Governor, Executive Leaders, Legislative Lead-
ers, Judicial Leaders 

Local Government - Consider praying for your Mayor, 
City Counsel, Police Chief, Fire Chief, Judges, County 
Officials  
 MILITARY - Perseverance to endure hardship 
(Isaiah 43:2; Deuteronomy 31:6).  Wise leaders who in-
spire respect from those under their command (Romans 
13:1).  Protection and support for the families they have 
left behind (Romans 1:8-10) 

 MEDIA - The decision makers within the media 
to realize they can make a profit by producing uplifting 
projects (Proverbs 8:10-11).  Christians in media to find 
favor and be filled with creative ideas that bring kingdom 
principles and life-giving messages to the public (Proverbs 
2:1-15) 

 BUSINESS - Impartation of ideas and re-
sources to open principled businesses, especially in areas 
that need an economic boost (Psalm 132:15).  Christian 
workers to display Christ-like humility and service to their 
co-workers (Phil. 2:3) 

 EDUCATION - A safe atmosphere conductive 
to learning, Excellence in educators (Exodus 18:20-21). 
Equal opportunities for every student to achieve their full 
potential (Philippians 1:9). 

 CHURCH - The church would find a new zeal 
and commitment to the mission and purpose of Jesus 
Christ (Matt 22:37).  

 FAMILY - Unity and love in individual families 
that reach out in hospitality toward others (Romans 12:9-
13).  Establish healthy relationships between parents and 
children (Malachi 4:5-6) 

Breckenridge Church  

Fellowship  Potluck  

May 1, 2022 
¶ following the Sunday Worship Service  

¶ Hosted by  
  

Free-will offering to help with budget.  Please let the church  
office know if you would like to host a Sunday.                                         



PRAYER CONCERNS THIS WEEK 

Breckenridge UMC Congregation:  Dean Beyer; Carol Grotjohn; Steve Han-
son ; Bob Heitkamp; Artis & Gordon Martinson; Kris Meindl. 

Our Friends:  Lauie Allen (Nancy Allenôs daughter-in-law); Rick Coleman 
(Connie óRuedigerôsô husband); Adrian Dahm; Evie Dockter (Ramona Taylorôs aunt;); Deb 
Foertsch (cancer); Victoria (Tori) Grenier; Hannah Henry (Darlene Andersonôs great-niece); 
Paul Nelson (Don Faceyôs nephewðcancer);  Vicki Steinwand (Huldaôs daughter-in-law); John 
Wilson (Don Taylorôs granddaughterôs husband; cancer). 

OUR MEMBERS RECEIVING CARE:  at St. Francis Home, Helen Olthoff; at 2520 Peb-
ble Lake Rd, Fergus Fallsð Doris Leinen; at Twin Town Villa--Rita Leinen; Merwin & Anna-
bel Peterson.   (é and Jesus also said to pray for our enemies.) 

NOTE:  Please contact the Church Office or Pastor to inform them of all emergencies, hos-
pitalizations, illnesses, births or special prayer requests of any kind.  Thank you.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

May 
2 Annabel Petersen 
3 Darlene Anderson 
3 Heidi Bengtson 
4 Paul/Joy Eichhorn* 
7 Sasia Heitkamp 
9 Kermith Anderson 
9 Miley Bruce 
14 Rose Ella Matejcek 
15 Jenna Fitzpatrick 
19 Trevor/Jenna Fitzpat-
rick* 
20 Pam Facey 
20 Paul/Steph Kaufman* 
21 Megan Nelson 
22 Don/Bev Dozak* 
22  Carol Anderson 
23 Jacob Ruediger 
27 Corinne Jirak 
28 Ramona Taylor 
28 Don/Pam Facey* 
29 Shawn Sayler 
*denotes Wedding Anniversary 
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 Our congregation is 
continuously contributing to 
the Richland-Wilkin food 
shelf.    We need your 
help.  Please bring food 
items as often as possible.  A 
container is located  at the 
back of the  Sanctuary for 
you to place your items.   

 We have a quantity of 
Gate City cloth bags availa-
ble for your use to make a 
donation to the food pantry.  
You find the bags in the back 
pew in the sanctuary.  We 
encourage you to take them 
home, fill them with food pan-
try items and bring back to 
the church.  THANK YOU!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 OUR SYMPATHIES 
to Karen Rensvold on the 
death of her husband, Allen 
Rensvold on Tuesday, 
April 5, 2022.  His funeral 
was Tuesday, April 12th 
here at the Breckenridge 
United Methodist Church 
with Pastor Mark Gronseth 
officiating. 



The Informer 

SPRING POTLUCK & PROGRAM . . . 
 Our annual spring event is set for Wednesday, May 4, at 12:00 noon.  All women (& men) 
of the church are invited.  We may also invite others, such as coffee friends, neighbors, or 
relatives.  Please notify a hostess (listed below) if you plan to come and if you will be 
bringing guests. 
 The program will be presented by Mark & CoCo Gronseth. 
 Hostesses are:  Carol Anderson, Mary Boldingh, Robin Jirak, Pamela Facey, Hulda 
Steinwand, and Linda Thulen.  Spring remembrances for shut-inôs will be purchased and delivered 
by the hostesses.  Thank you, ladies! 
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BRECKENRIDGE - U.M.W. NEWS FOR ALL!  
    - L  P ,  

VISITATION . . . 
 Potluck Hostesses will 
ñvisitò shut-inôs this month, whether 
it be in-person visiting, telephone 
calls, sending cards, or writing 
friendship letters.  A list of those to 

visit is in the church office.  In some cases, in-
person visiting may be restricted due to COVID 
protocol.   
 OUR THANKS to the Hostesses! 

 
SUMMER CAMP POLICY . . 
. 
 Want to go to camp 
this year?  Perhaps the 
U.M.W. policy will help.  

Here it is!  ñUnited Methodist Women will un-
derwrite one-half the cost of fees, not to exceed 
$150 per student, from our Campership Fund, 
for all interested youth of the church, grades 5-
12, to attend summer camp at Northern Pines, 
Lake Koronis, or any other United Methodist 
camp in our North Star District (per child, per 
year).ò 

 Camp brochures are at the church. 
 

FROM RECENT U.M.W. MEETING . . . 
 Donations:  six clear plastic trays (from 
Lois Bock), $125 to March Match (to food pan-
try), radio broadcast complete for 2022, rocking 
chair for nursery (from Pam Facey). 
 Good Friday soup meal:  3 members fur-
nished soup, 3 furnished bars, 1 ordered bread 
& crackers; Breck. Lutheran also furnished; wor-
ship service; good turnout.  

 

BULLETIN BOARD NEWS . . . 
 Now that spring has arrived (Sunday, 
March 20), the bulletin board has a óspecial ap-
pearanceô.  Different items are displayed for the 
first time, some following a óDo you remem-
ber?ô or a óDid you know?ô theme.  The usual 
newspaper articles and photos of members & 
friends of the congregation, along with the list of 
Church Officers for 2022, are displayed.  Be 
sure to ótake a lookô!  
 

 
R   

S  UPDATE 
  

 

No functions were served last month. 

 Members of the 2022 Serving Group   
(listed monthly) are:  Carol & Dale Ander-
son, Mary Boldingh, Pam Facey, Phyllis 
Hiedeman, Corinne Jirak, Rose Ella 
Matejcek, Sharon Olson, Lola Patnoude.  
Helpers are Lois Bock, Hulda Steinwand, 
Linda Thulen. 
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Income  April 25, 2022 
 Beginning balance      $       7,226.68 
 Income to date      $       7,358.39
 Donations to date      $     42,784.00
 Journal Entry      -$              0.00  
 Transfers to Savings     -$              0.00 
 Transfers from Savings    $             0.00 
Expenses through Apr. 25, 2022 -$    50,382.67 
 Cash Balance, 04/25/22   $       6,986.40 
  
Weekly Giving & Attendance for April   
 Attendance  Offering 
April 3  44  $    12,484.00 
April 10 46  $      3,189.00 
April 17 65  $     2,711.60 
April 24 38  $        291.00  
 
FINANCE TEAM:  

Year to date TOTAL thru April 25, 2022: 
General Fund Income 2022          $  42,794.84 
General Fund Expenses  2022    -$  43,150.78 
               $(      355.94) 
 

 Our church delivers the first 
week of each month for 7 months 
(October through April).  There is a 
sign-up sheet on the Food Pantry 
table each month.   

 

THANK YOU to Paul & Linda 
Thulen; Dale & Carol Anderson (2); Corinne 
Jirak & Gabi Lezon; Robin Jirak & Breckin 
Anderson for delivering in April. 

 

ñOur Daily Breadò a daily devo-
tional help from Our Daily Bread 
in Grand Rapids, MI is available 
at both Fairmount and Brecken-

ridge churches.  The devotional comeôs in a 3 
month format and is an additional source for 
your daily study. 

METHODIST MOMENTS on KBMW 
1450 (1st & 3rd Sundays) 
 
May 1, 2022ð Sponsored by Paul & 
Joy Eichhorn in memory of Jack 
Thompson.  

May 15, 2022 ð Sponsored by Paul Bruce in 
memory of Les & Laurie Bruce. 

From the Trustees & Congregation: 

 Thank you to the Jirak Family for the 
long winter of snow removal.  We appreciate 
so much your keeping our parking lot and 
sidewalks safe for everyone.   

 Also thank you to Paul Kaufman for 
attending to our church basement sump 
pump and keeping the down stairs dry. 

 Thank you to all our volunteers that 
keep our church going!   

A Social Club for adults of-
fering peer support, activities, 
and FUN!  Donôt suffer alone!  
AP4F is there for you in 
times of isolation, depression, 
or other symptoms of mental 
illness. 

For more information and a schedule of ac-
tivities, contact AP4F:   

ap4f@hotmail.com or call (218) 517-0623  

Available to residents of Wilkin County. 

 


